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Step back in time to a forgotten Sweden -
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The Swedish wild
west has fishing
boats, yachts and a
jaunty tune or two,

: - 3 i u-u _ Getting there

- ;
W@i Ryanair flies from Stansted ®
: ¢ andGlasgowto
: : GothenburgCity Airport.
: ! Flatonislandisaboutzan
............................................................... : i hour'sdrive north. withas
saw it first from the deck of a yacht, : : short.frequentferry
sailing north from Gothenburg : i connection.
towards the Norwegian border — a : Wheretostay
craggy coastline of granite islands : Handelsman Flink hotel
and skerries fragmented by ajlaby- : b s (004630455051,
rinth of treacherous shallows. | handelsmanflink.se) has
Even on a day of mist and rain : ] ¢ doubleswith breakfast
there is something compelling about the m m ¢ fromabout £150. )
Bohuslén, the wild west of Sweden where i e e SR * ¢ Furtherinfo
forests and farmland meet the sea at a : Boat huts on the Bohuslan coast. The area once boasted the biggest merchant fleet in Sweden ¢ westsweden.com

string of old fishing hamlets clinging to
bare rocks. It seems a hidden land, calling
outtobeexplored.

Then I heard about an island where a
troubadour composed songs in the 1940s
that captured the hazy idyll of long sum-

: ispartofanenviablyunhurried pace of ife.
i Iwasheadingforafairytalevillage of fan-
ciful wooden villas built for sea captains a
i century ago, when the Bohusldn boasted
< e 1 the biggest merchant fleet in Sweden. The
mer days in the Swedish countryside. | master mariners of Fiskebackskil are long
There were bicycles for hire, and kayaks, : gone, but the tang of the sea still pervades
and walking trails through woods and : copbled lanes winding among their quaint
meadows, they told me. And there was a : houses,and rust-red fishingshedsconvert-
“wooden-clad hotel thatstaged dinnercon- : ed into holiday homes.
certs of the folk songs written in a store Climbingto awindmill abovethe village,
nextdoor. The Bohusldn was callingagain. : past windows adorned with model boats
Flaton island is barely an hour’s drive : and wooden seagulls, there is a sense of
from Gothenburg City Airport, via a : steppingback in time to when the harbour
bridge and a short ferry ride, but it is @ : was crowded with schooners and barques

world apart. Its main road is a single track, : pound for Baltic ports with cargos of wood,
and after a while it reaches the Handels- : orain and coal. Now it is a playground of

man Flink hotel, which has a dozenrooms : yachts and motor boats, a little armada of

—u% a ﬁHm.EDE~ _D—mﬁi a modest spa and a fish- memmgm craft eager to be off and m%@

ing boat that provides lobsters for its : aroundthearchipelago.

guests. i Swedes like to be beside the seaside, and
Thousands of Swedes flock to the spot : 3 fine place for watching them messing

every summer because tis an old haunt of : apoutin boatsis arocky headland near the

Evert Taube, the late troubadour who is : village of Grundsund. I found it thanks toa

o

onlymarginallylessrenownedin hishome-
land than Abba.

evening the restaurant was full of people
linking arms and singing along to jaunty

guide who led the way on a footpath

: through sun-dappled woods of 0ak, birch

It is easy to understand why. On my first and rowan, to a cairn of white painted

stones high above the sea. In summer the

water seems busier than the land, dotted

tunes that sounded like George Formby : ywithwhitesails heeling gracefullyamonga
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...Apulia & Vieste

having fun with Gilbert and Sullivan. Even : scattered mosaic of islands. So we sat on
without understanding the lyrics, it is : the rocks for a couple of hours, gazing
music that makes you smile. i dreamily at the sea and tucking in to a
The landscapes that inspired the songs i picnic of marinated herring, which is a
are best explored at a leisurely pace, so I : prizedlocalspeciality.
began with a bike ride. Cycling on country : ° Then I go to sea myself. Not quite the
roads through woods and past brightly- : geg actually, because I am in a kayak and
painted farmhouses is good for the soul, : the idea of bouncing around in lively off-
and waiting for a cable ferry to rattle : shore waters doesnt appeal. Paddling in
over to the neighbouring island of Skaftd : calm inlets and creeks is more what I have
g : in mind when I sign up for an overnight
! camping trip, and my guide, Susanna,
: obligingly leads me into a jumble of wood-

DAYS 2 —4 APULIA
Our stay in Felline offers the opportunity to

.wxs\uc_ﬁ%wﬁ%m_mwmﬁ%:mmﬂ_ﬁmaa ViEWpon: » (Capo Santa Maria di Leuca & Otranto
: = Umbran Forest

GALLIPOLI (halfday) « Boat cruise around Vieste
Enjoy a walking tour of Gallipoli with
its atmospheric Old Town of twisting
whitewashed streets and Aragonse castle. PRICE INCLUDES
LECCE (three-quarter day)

Lecce’s extravagant barogue architecture has
earned it the name of ‘Florence of the South’.
DAY 5 ALBEROBELLO & VIESTE

Today a visit Alberobello, certain to be a
highlight of your holiday with a profusion

of trulli houses dotting the landscapes.

DISCOVER MORE -
OPTIONAL EXCURSIONS

* Flights between Gatwick and Bari
(regional connecting flights also available)

+ 9 nights half board accommodation

= Services of an experienced Tour Manager

2011 DEPARTURE DATES

/ - ed islets that could be a Swallows and DAYS 6 —9 VIESTE HOLIDAY REFERENCE: EEITAV

/\<<m mo mijH.m_ £ { Amazons adventure park. —. /] Included excursions: 7,14 >.E.= £829 7 Jul £899 2
where a local :  We pitch our tents on one of them Apulia & Vieste VIESTE & PESCHICI {hree-quarter day 28 April £839 14 E“ £899

: known as Birch Island, and head off on a Amazing value — This isan ideal “2212 0P 2 - aﬂ_ﬂ Qmwn e ﬂsw ﬂ%&% M_WMMQE 2
mujogm Bmw _.\.HO/\/\1 i m.%.ﬂigﬁmﬁmmﬂmuu of mw MEMMEEMMSQW rc_am< to the beautiful _‘mmmo_.._ . Monte Sant’Angelo is home to perhaps »3.“ most Nm.z_m< £369 1, w. 15, 22 Sep £849 o

5 ay around we go ashore. end o1’ of >U_..__._m & Vieste. famous ms%.mm: H.:m Latin West, dedicated to 2 Jun £389 29 Sep £849

o ijO._H d _UO<<< Susannas shows me how to shoot a bow i wmﬁ:ﬂ Mﬁ.ﬁm_mm_. 9.16/un£899 6,13 0ct£639 @
mDQ. MH. H.O<<., %Q NWMMMO%WMQ Iwatchaman QHSSm naked Fly to Barl and transfer to Felline for 4 nights. We transfer to Bari airport for the homeward flight. 23, 30 Jun £899 20 Oct £749

i That night we sit by a camp fire and
[ watch a man DIl BOOK NOW Call FREE 0800 987 5128 wehaea sretrngeot
9<m Sm.wmg S\ﬂmo choirs, so that they can sing as they paddle - S A tours available, to/n )
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EBQ._. mﬁ—.oﬁﬂmwm . mn .m<m-:bm. mist m..SQ Travel Arrangements; Regional connecting flights to London from a choice of Airports are available,
: echoingto plaintive bird calls, it seems like Terms and conditions apply, see pageandmoy.com for full details and all offers.
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please ask your holiday booking advisor for more details.

1GW 1GW




